P & O Band Club Minutes
Special Meeting about Band Trip

Sept. 2, 2008

Mr. Jones called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. He presented his band trip research on two different tour companies and three possible destinations.  

The first option was researched by Michelle Trone.  It involved Alexander Travel by travel agent, Pat Stanko, who had children in band herself.  She priced a package going to Orlando, Florida.  A tentative pricing sheet circulated with the following estimate of student fixed costs:

Room
$245.61

Bus
$215.00 (median price based on number of students/bus)

Total
$460.61

Tentative departure would be Saturday, April 4, 2009 driving straight through arriving on the 5th.  This price includes 4 nights at a Comfort Suite near Disney World.  The price includes 3 days with passes for specific Disney theme parks as well as breakfast at the hotel 4 days.  Extra costs would include breakfast, lunch, and dinner prices for the bus trip down and back; lunch and dinner prices for the 3 days at the Disney theme parks; and any extra souvenirs.

Possible extra activities might include performing in the Disney parade, attending the La Nouba performance at Disney’s Cirque de Soleil theater, going to a beach, and visiting the Kennedy Space Center. 

The other tour company was Educational Tours, which has provided tours for Galesburg High School Chorus, Farmington High School, and Aledo High School.  They mentioned 3 destinations:  Orlando, Florida; Toronto/Niagara Falls, Canada; and Washington, D.C.  All trips estimated about $500 in student costs.  

After some discussion the group ruled out Toronto/Niagara Falls because of the necessity of passports and possible weather issues.  Several parents liked the idea of Washington, D.C., for its educational value and many free museums, but there were concerns about the weather.  When an informal vote took place among the parents, Orlando, Florida, had a majority of the votes.  Several parents also thought it might be a more contained environment for a large group of students.  Discussion about chaperones and students’ behavior ensued.  More details will be worked out on that in the future as well as fundraiser ideas.
It was decided to pursue Orlando, Florida, with Alexander Travel.  More information will be presented at the regular meeting of the P&O Band Club on Sept. 22nd.

Mr. Jones reminded parents that of the Mid-Illini Marching Contest at Limestone on Sept. 8th.  Bus time is 4:30 pm.  Limestone will provide concessions at 5:15 p.m.  We play between 6:30-8:30 p.m.  We also have a marching contest at Morton on the 13th at 3:00 p.m.  It may be along evening.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Bunner

Secretary

